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Today is a difficult day, therefore I shall narrate
a tale. "A certain demon decided to tempt a pious
woman. Dressing himself as a sadhu, the demon
entered the hut of the woman, counting his beads.
He asked for shelter, and the woman not only invited
him in and set food before him but asked him to join
her in prayer. The demon, the batter to succeed,
decided to accede to &ll her requests. They began
to pray. Then the woman asked him to tell her about
the lives of the sainte, and the demon began to
recite like the best of sadhus. The woman rose to
such ecstasy that she sprinkled the entire hut with
holy water, and naturally sprinkled some over the
demon himself. Then she proposed to the demon that
they perform the pranayame together, and gradually
she developed such power that finally the demon was
unable to leave the hut and remained to serve the
.pious woman and to learn the best prayers. 'A Rishi,
passing dy the hut, looked in;. and seeing the demon
in prayer joined him in preise to Brahma. Thus all
three sat around the hearth, chanting the best
prayers. Thus a simple woman, through her devotion,
impelled a demon and & Rishi to sing in praise
together. But in the Highest Dwelling Places this
cooperation occasioned no horror, only smiles.

Thus even a demon can be compelled to join in prayer."

"’Morya
Fiery World I: Par. 563
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READING ASSIGNMENT

Discipleship in the New Age (DINA), Volumes I & II:

Letters to disciples-in-training who have Ray VI Personalities,
Souls, and Etheric bodies. Refer to DINA RAY INDEX (from Study

Set I) and READING ASSIGNMENT INDEX (in this Study Set) for
listing of pages to be read.

You should attempt to read at least 10 pages each day.

. SEED THQUGHT
Let your devotion be that of devotion

to your group brothers, to the need
of humanity and to the Plan.

DINA I: 615
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1.

WRITTEN WORK

A symbol is the bridge between the concrete and abstract mind,
or between worlds of the form and the formless worlds. The
names of the Ray Lords are symbolic statements. One way to
develop the intuition is to practice interpreting symbols.
Interpret at least three of the names of the 6th ray Lord (see

Seven Rays I: 80). We suggest you choose three whose meanings
are less obvious.

The following passage appears in DINA I, pages 484-5:

"Forget not, however, that the purpose of all train-
ing which I have given you and all my disciples is to
produce a greater capacity to serve. I would like to
see you doing some definite service in relation to

your fellowmen....I refer to that service which a
disciple renders when he approaches every human being
as a soul.

This type of service involves the recognition of one's
own capacity, the intensification of one's ability to
love one's fellowmen, the power to draw others to one
with the request -- spoken or implied -- for spiritual
help and then the power to work with the person and give
him right help in the right way. This, in its turn,
involves an inner brooding upon the quality and the
need of the one to be served. This subjective process
must precede all outer work; upon the strength and the
persistence of it depends the success of the attempt to
help. This process of inner brooding reflection is

oft omitted through enthusiasm and self-confidence.
When, however, it has been accomplished and the server
stands ready to help, then he can depend upon the needy
one and circumstance to indicate to him the next step.
I would have you reflect deeply upon this and I would
have you begin -- in a new and a fresh way -- to en-
deavour to bring light to individuals with a pure dis-
interested selflessness. I would have you work with
discrimination, with purity of motive and with an effort
to eliminate all personality reactions, for it is upon
the rock of the personality that many well intentioned
servers wreck their work."

a. How would you interpret the underlined sentences in
this passage?

b. How do you think a 6th ray type would interpret and act
upon the advice given in this passage?

C. Choose one other ray and explain how you think that ray
type would interpret and act upon the advice given in the
entire passage.



SERIES XIII - THE SEVEN RAYS ON THE PATH OF DISCIPLESHIP 3
Study Set 2 - "The Devotee of Life" Manifests Through the
Pergonality, the Soul, and the Etheric Body

Dear Fellow Student,

From the multitude of things to which humanity is devoted, it is
our work to ferret out the kind of devotion which is most bene-

ficial on the Path of Discipleship and will be of benefit to the
World Disciple -- Humanity. Having focussed on the astral body

in the first study set, we want to move from the astral plane to
higher manifestations of the sixth ray of devotion.

Even though the sixth ray has been very prominent for some time,
it is waning as the seventh ray is beginning to strengthen. As
the sixth ray wanes in prominence it will still manifest as man
uses its higher potential. With the astral polarization of man
at this time, devotion has been mainly an emotional reaction.

We seek to elevate ourselves to the Plane of Mind and aid in lift-
ing humanity with us. Detachment from the emotional body frees us
to work on mental levels. These are, obviously subjective

rather than objective. It is the subjective work, then, to which
the sixth ray energy of devotion seeks direction. That devotion
to the subjective work can carry us deeper and deeper in the on-
going quest of "plumbing the depths". The devotion is to ever
deeper understanding of Truth.

Is subjective work essential? It is essential if humanity is to
be lifted to greater spiritual accomplishment, greater spiritual
creativity, a greater sense of responsibility for one's fellowmen
and the other kingdoms, a higher sense of Love, Goodwill and Peace
on Earth. Energy follows thought. Higher sixth ray energy, as
well as all other energies, must be brought down from the soul
level onto the higher and lower mental planes into the physical
brain. Meditation is the avenue for thought.

Through the seed thought for this study set, the proper direction
for the concept of devotion may be seen. These three levels of
devotion have a relationship to the three major themes of all our
study; Soul control, Service and the Plan. There is also a rela-
tionship to three kinds of instruction for which to loock in the
reading assignments in addition to things mentioned in our first
letter to you. Distinguish between individual instructions and
group instructions which the Tibetan gives in the letters and then,
universal principles. It might be well to keep a 1list of the
universal principles you find and any of the other instructions
which are meaningful to you.

It may seem that there are a great number of things to remember
for which to look in the reading. However, all of these things
make the reading more meaningful for the Devotee of Life and the
Life of Discipleship. It is also an exercise in the development
of more acute abservation. It was these particular books which
the Tibetan wanted to be circulated amongst humanity. Being
important books, the more we can absorb them, the better.
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The particular manner in which we ask you to study these valuable
letters has proven to be of great value to those who have already
done so. We are sure that you will benefit greatly in understand-
ing as a result of this study. Spiritual creativity and advance-
ment of the Group is then enhanced as we assume greater responsi-
bility from and for the Teaching. :

We trust that the focus of your devotion may be in the direction
of 1ifting humanity and that your subjective work may go constantly
deeper.

Your devoted companions,
The Staff of ARCANA
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THE ETHERIC BODY DEFINED AND DESCRIBED

One of the main obligations of occult students today is to tes-
tify to the fact of the etheric body; modern science is already
thus testifying because its researches have now landed it in the
realm of energy.....The fact of all manifested forms being forms
of energy, and that the true human form is no exception, is the
gift of science to humanity and not the gift of occultism. The
demonstration that light and matter are synonymous terms is also
a scientific conclusion. Esotericists have always known this,
but their aggressive and foolish presentations of the truth have
greatly handicapped the Hierarchy. Frequently the Masters have
deplored the technique of the theosophists and other occult
groups. When the new presentation of the occult teaching made
its appearance through the inspired activity of H.P.B., a number
(an increasing number as the years slipped by) of theosophical
members presented the occult teaching in such a manner that it
travestied the true teaching and outraged the intellectual per-
ception of the mass of enquiring and intelligent men. The teach-
ing on the etheric body is an instance of this. H.P.B. was
largely responsible, because of utilising the word "astral" to
cover a mass of information anent the etheric as well as the
astral.

Realising that the etheric body was an expression always of the
dominant energy controlling mankind in any particular cycle, H.P.B.
used the term "astral body"” as interchangeable with the etheric
body. The etheric body, in the vast majority of cases is the ve-
hicle or the instrument of astral energy. The mass of men are
still Atlantean or astral in their natures, and this means a far
larger percentage than the average occultist is willing to admit.
H.P.B. was, however, truthful and knew that at that time and for
several hundred years afterwards (probably about three hundred
years) the astral body would continue to govern the mass of human
reactions and their consequent daily life expression. Hence the
apparent confusion in the writings between these two "bodies".

Here is a basic statement -- one that is so basic that it governs
the control of all thinking anent the etheric body:

The etheric body is primarily composed of the dominant energy or

energies to which the man, the group, the nation, or the world

reacts in any particular time cycle or world period.

If you are to understand clearly, it is essential that I lay down
certain propositions anent the etheric body which should govern
all the student's thinking; if they do not, he will be approach-
ing the truth from the wrong angle; +this, modern science does
not do. The limitation of modern science is its lack of vision;
the hope of modern science is that it does recognize truth when
proven. Truth in all circumstances is essential and in this mat-
ter science gives a desirable lead, even though it ignores and
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despises occultism. Occult scientists handicap themselves either
because of their presentation of the truth or because of a false
humility. Both are equally bad.

There are six major propositions which govern all consideration
of the etheric body, and I would like to present them to students
as a first step:

1. There is nothing in the manifested universe -- solar, plane-
tary or the various kingdoms in nature -- which does not pos-
sess an energy form, subtle and intangible yet substantial,
which controls, governs and conditions the outer physical body.
This is the etheric body.

2. This energy form -- underlying the solar system, the planets
and all forms within their specific ring-pass-not -- is itself
conditioned and governed by the dominant solar or planetary
energy which ceaselessly and without break in time, creates
it, changes and qualifies it. The etheric body is subject to
ceaseless change. This, being true of the Macrocosm, is
equally true of man, the microcosm, and ~- through the agency
of humanity -- will eventually and mysteriously prove true of
all the subhuman kingdoms in nature. Of this, the animal
kingdom and the vegetable kingdom are already evidences.

3. The etheric body is composed of interlocking and circulating
lines of force emanating from one or other, or from one or
many, of the seven planes or areas of consciousness of our
planetary Life.

4. These lines of energy and this closely interlocking system
of streams of force are related to seven focal points or cen-
tres to be found within the etheric body. These centres are
related, each of them, to certain types of incoming energy.
When the energy reaching the etheric body is not related to a
particular centre, then that centre remains quiescent and una-
wakened; when it is related and the centre is sensitive to its
impact, then that centre becomes vibrant and receptive and de-
velops as a controlling factor in the life of the man on the
physical plane.

5. The dense physical body, composed of atoms -- each with its
own individual life, light and activity -- is held together
by and is expressive of the energies which compose the etheric
body. These, as will be apparent, are of two natures:

a. The energies which form (through interlocked "lines of
forceful energy”) the underlying etheric body, as a
whole and in relation to all physical forms. This
form is qualified then by the general life and vitality
of the plane on which the Dweller in the body functions,
and therefore where his consciousness is normally fo-
cussed.

b. The particularised or specialised energies to which the
individual (at this particular point in evolution,
through the circumstances of his daily life and his
heredity) chooses to govern his daily activities.

6. The etheric body has many centres of force, responsive to the
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manifold energies of our planetary Life, but we shall consider
only the seven major centres which respond to the inflowing _
energies of the seven rays. All lesser centres are conditioned
by the seven major centres; this is a point which students are
apt to forget. It is here that knowledge of the egoic and of
the personality rays is of prime usefulness.

It can be seen, therefore, how exceedingly important this subject
of energy becomes, because it controls and makes the man what he

is at any given moment, and likewise indicates the plane on which
he should function, and the method whereby he should govern his
environment, circumstances and relationships. If this is grasped
by him, it will enable him to realise that he will have to shift
his whole attention from the physical or the astral planes on to
the etheric levels of awareness; his objective will then be to de-
termine what energy should control his daily expression (or ener-
gies, if he is an advanced disciple). He will realise also that

as his attitude, attainment and comprehension shift to ever higher
¥evels, his etheric body will be constantly changing and responding
to the newer energies. These energies he will be will-fully bring-
ing in; this is the right use of the word "will-full".

It is not easy for the average seer or clairvoyant to distinguish
the etheric body from its environment or to isolate its particular
type of energy or livingness, for the reason that its automaton,
the physical body -- being composed of vibrant energetic atoms -
is itself in constant movement, and such movement involves a nec-
essary radiation as a consequence; animal magnetism is an illustra-
tion of this radiation. This emanation from the dense physical
body normally and naturally mingles with the energies of the ether-
ic body, and thus only the trained seer can differentiate between
the two, particularly within the physical body itself.

From one point of view the etheric body can be looked at in two
ways: first, as it interpenetrates, underlies and occupies the
entire physical organism and, secondly, as it extends beyond the
physical form and surrounds it like an aura. According to the
point in evolution will be the extent of the area which the ether-
ic body cavers beyond the outside of the physical body. It may
extend for a few or many inches. It is only in this area that the
vital body can be studied with relative ease, once the emanatory
activity of the physical atoms is offset or allowed for.

Within the physical body, the network of the etheric body is to be
found permeating every single part. It is peculiarly associated

at this time with the nervous system, which is fed, nourished,
controlled and galvanised by its etheric counterpart. This count-
erpart is present in millions of tiny streams or lines of energy,

to whicrh the Eastern occultist has given the name "nadis". These
nadis are the carriers of energy. They are in fact the energy it-
self and carry the quality of energy from some area of consciousness
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in which the "dweller in the body" may happen to be focussed.

This may be the astral plane or the planes of the Spiritual Triad,
for none of the energies can control the physical body from any
plane, no matter how high, except in this manner. According to
the focus of consciousness,; the psychic state of awareness, the
potency of aspiration or desire, and the point in evolution or the
spiritual status, so will be the type of energy carried by the
nadis, passing from them to the outer nervous system. This gener-
al proposition must be accepted, for the whole subject is as yet
too intricate, and the mechanism of observation of the student too
undeveloped, for me to enter into greater detail. This will suffice
as an initial hypothesis upon which to work.

The amount of energy and the type of energy controlling any aspect
of the nervous system is conditioned by the centre in its immediate
area. A centre is a distributing agency, in the last analysis.
Even though that energy will affect the entire body, the centre
most responsive to the quality and type will potently affect the
nadis, and therefore the nerves, in its immediate environment.

It must always be remembered that the seven centres are pot within
the dense physical body. They exist only in etheric matter and in
the etheric so-called aura, outside the physical body. They are
closely related to the dense physical body by the network of nadis.
Five of the centres are to be found in the etheric counterpart of
the spinal column, and the energy passes (through large and respon-
sive nadis) through the vertebrae of the spine and circulates then
throughout the etheric body as it is interiorly active within the
physical vehicle. The three head centres exist, one just above
the top of the head, another just in front of the eyes and fore-
head, and the third at the back of the head, just above where the
spinal column ends. This makes eight centres but is in reality
seven, as the centre at the back of the head is not counted in the
initiation process, any more than is the spleen.

The powerful effect of the inflow of energy, via the energy body,
has itself automatically created these centres or these reservoirs
of force, these focal points of energy, which the spiritual man
must learn to use and through the means of which he can direct en-
ergy where needed. Each of these seven centres has appeared in the
course of human evolution in response to energy from one or other,
or from several, of the seven rays. The impact of energies upon
the etheric body, emanating as they do periodically and ceaseless-
ly from the seven rays, is so potent that the seven areas in the
etheric body become more highly sensitised than the rest of the
vehicle, and these in due time develop into responsive distribu-
ting centres. The effect of these seven centres upon the physical
body in due time produces a condensation or a state of what is
called "attracted response" from dense matter, and thus the seven




13

SERIES XIII THE SEVEN RAYS ON THE PATH OF DISCIPLESHIP 11
Study Set 2 "The Devotee of Life" Manifests Through the
Personality, the Soul, and the Etheric Body

major ‘sets of endocrine glands slowly came into functioning activ-
ity. It must here be remembered that the whole development of the
etheric body falls into two historical stages:

1. That in which the etheric energy, flowing through responsive
centres and creating the endocrine glands as a consequence,
gradually began to have a definite effect upon the blood
stream; the energy worked through that medium solely for a
very long time. This still remains true, for the life aspect
of energy animates the blood, through the medium of the cen-
tres and their agents, the glands. Hence the words in the

. Bible that "the blood is the life".

2. As the race of men developed, and consciousness grew greater
and certain great expansions took place, the centres began
to extend their usefulness and to use the nadis, and thus to
work upon and through the nervous system; this produced con-
scious and planned activity upon the physical plane, commen-
surate to the man's place in evolution.

Thus the incoming energy forming the etheric body created a needed
etheric mechanism with its corresponding dense physical counter-
parts; it therefore, as will be noted from its relationship to the
blood via the glands, and to the nervous system via the nadis (both
through the medium of the seven centres), became the transmitter
of two aspects of energy: one of which was kama-manasic (desire-
lower mind) and the other atmic-buddhic (spiritual will -- spirit-
ual love) in the case of advanced humanity. Herein lies full op-
portunity for all, as the Law of Evolution proceeds to dominate
all manifestation. What is true of the Macrocosm is true also of
the microcosm.

Telepathy, 140-147
THE NATURE OF THE ETHERIC BODY

In the study of the etheric body lies hid (for scientists and those
of the medical profession) a fuller comprehension of the laws of
matter and the laws of health. The word health has become too
localised in the past, and its meaning confined to the sanity of
the body corporeal, to the co-operative action of the atoms of the
physical body of man, and to the full expression of the powers of
the physical elemental. In days to come it will be realised that
the health of man is dependent upon the health of all allied evo-
lutions, and upon the co-operative action and full expression of
the matter of the planet and of the planetary elemental who is
himself a composite manifestation of the physical elementals of
all manifested nature.

In the study of the etheric body and prana lies the revelation of
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the effects of those rays of the sun which (for lack of better
expression), we call "solar pranic emanations." These solar pran-
ic emanations are the produced effect of the central heat of the
sun approaching other bodies within the solar system by one of the
three main channels of contact, and producing on the bodies then
contacted certain effects differing somewhat from those produced
by the other emanations. These effects might be considered as
definitely stimulating and constructive, and (through their essen-
tial quality) as producing conditions that further the growth of
cellular matter, and concern its adjustment to environing condi-
tions; they concern likewise the internal health (demonstrating as
the heat of the atom and its consequent activity) and the uniform
evolution of the form of which that particular atom of matter forms
a constituent part. Emanative prana does little in connection
with form building; that is not its province, but it conserves the
form through the preservation of the health of its component parts.
Other rays of the sun act differently upon the forms and upon
their substance. - Some perform the work of the Destroyer of forms,
and others carry on the work of cochering and of attracting; the
work of the Destroyer and of the Preserver is carried on under the
Law of Attraction and Repulsion. Some rays definitely produce
accelerated motion, others produce retardation. The ones we are
dealing with here -- pranic solar emanations ~- work within the
four ethers, that matter which (though physical) is not as yet
objectively visible to the eye of man. They are the basis of all
physical plane life considered solely in connection with the life
of the physical plane atoms of matter, their inherent heat and
their rotary motion. These emanations are the basis of that "fire
by friction" which demonstrates in the activity of matter.

In the study of the etheric body and prana comes comprehension of
the method of logoic manifestation, and therefore much of interest
to the metaphysician and all abstract thinkers. The etheric body
of man holds hid the secret of his objectivity. It has its cor-
respondence on the archetypal plane, -~ the plane we call that of
the divine manifestation, the first plane of our solar system, the
plane Adi. The matter of that highest plane is called often the
"sea of fire" and it is the root of the akasha, the term applied
to the substance of the second plane of manifestation. Let us
trace the analogy a little more in detail, for in its just appre-
hension will be found much of illumination and much that will serve
to elucidate problems both macrocosmic and microcosmic. We will
begin with man and his etheric body.

The etheric body has been described as a network, permeated with
fire, or as a web, animated with golden light. It is spoken of in
the Bible as the "golden bowl". It is a composition of that matter
of the physical plane which we call etheric, and its shape is brought
- about by the fine interlacing strands of this matter being built by
the action of the lesser Builders into the form or mould upon which
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later the dense physical body can be moulded. Under the Law of
Attraction, the denser matter of the physical plane is made to co-
here to this vitalised form, and is gradually built up around it,
and within it, until the interpenetration is so complete that the
two forms make but one unit; the pranic emanations of the etheric
body itself play upon the dense physical body in the same manner as
the pranic emanations of the sun play upon the etheric body. It is
all one vast system of transmission and of interdependence within
the system. All receive in order to give, and to pass on to that

which is lesser or not so evolved. Upon every plane this process
can be seen.

Thus the etheric body forms the archetypal plane in relation to the
dense physical body. The thinker on his own plane stands, in rela-
tion to the physical, as the Logos to His system. In the synthesis
of thought it might be expressed thus: The thinker on the astral
plane, the plane of desire and of necessity, stands to the physical
body as the Logos on the cosmic astral plane stands to His system.

The body of a man, a planetary Logos, and a solar Logos are the prod-
uct of desire originating on the planes of abstract mind, whether
cosmic, systemic, or mind in the three worlds, whether cosmic desire-
mind or human desire-mind, and all their bodies are "Sons of Neces-
sity," as H.P.B. so aptly expressed it.

Therefore, we can arrive at certain dicta anent the etheric body
which for purposes of clarity might well be enumerated:

First The etheric body is the mould of the physical body.

Second The etheric body is the archetype upon which the dense
physical form is built, whether it is the form of a solar
system, or of a human body in any one incarnation.

Third The etheric body is a web or network of fine interlacing
channels, formed of matter of the four ethers, and built
into a specific form. It forms a focal point for certain
radiatory emanations, which vivify, stimulate and produce
the rotary action of matter.

Fourth These pranic emanations when focalised and received, re-
act upon the dense matter which is built upon the etheric
scaffolding and framework.

Fifth This etheric web, during incarnation, forms a barrier be-
tween the physical and astral planes, which can only be
transcended when consciousness is sufficiently developed
to permit of escape. This can be seen in both the micro-
cosm and the macrocosm. When a man has, through medita-
tion and concentration, expanded his consciousness to a
certain point he is enabled to include the subtler planes,
and to escape beyond the limits of the dividing web. When
the Logos has expanded His Consciousness on cosmic levels
He can then transcend the logoic etheric web, and escape
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beyond the ring-pass-not of His objective manifestation.
In thinking out this analogy we must hold closely in mind
the fact that the seven major planes of our solar system:
are the seven subplanes of the cosmic physical or the
lowest cosmic plane. We might note here the accurate
working out of the correspondence in matter and the radia-
tory correspondence is equally accurate.

Cosmic Fire, 78~-83

THE ETHERIC BODY IS A TRANSMITTING MECHANISM

The etheric body is a web of light energy, impulsed or motivated by
the type or the quality of the energies to which it responds, from
the angle of evolutionary development. It might be stated that:

1.

Unevolved or savage man responds simply to prana or physical en-
ergy, vitalising the appetites of the lower nature, developing
the instincts and thus laying the foundation of a physical vehi-
cle as the outer garment of the soul. At this stage, intellect
is embryonic; the physical appetltes and the five senses are
dominating factors. All this is due to the activity of prana as
it pours through the etheric or vital body.

Average man is impulsed by desire which is an energy, emanating
from world desire and which -- developing or organising the as-
tral body -~ generates desire-energy. It pours into the vital
body and galvanises physical man into those activities which
will lead to the satisfaction of desire. This is a parallel
process to the work of prana, impelling the animal instinctive
nature into activity. These necessarily parallel and produce
conflict -- the first clash (within the man) of the pair of op-
posites. Gradually, the pranic energy becomes automatic in its
activity; the shift of the consciousness is into the astral or
desire body and the functioning of the instinctual nature drops
below the threshold of the consciousness. Man then focusses
his life in the astral vehicle and his etheric body becomes ani-
mated by the potent inflow of desire-energy.

The developed man, with an integrated personality, gradually
brings the etheric body under the control of mental energy and
his physical plane activity is not then so much implemented by
instinct or desire as by thought energy, dedicated to and ex-
pressing the nature of the man's plan. This plan indicates
increasingly his intelligent desire -- selfish in the early
stages, complex and dualistic in the intermediate stages but
slowly responding to the world plan and to the divine intent for
humanity.

Finally, when the power of the Triangles (the spiritual name
given in The Secret Doctrine to the soul) is being imposed upon
the personality -- focussed now in the mind and responsive to
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soul impression -- expresses upon the physical plane, through
the medium of the physical brain and the body, the intent,
potency and nature of the all-inclusive soul.

The individual etheric web galvanises the automatic physical body
into activity. The energies, controlling the physical body through
the medium of the etheric web, are the four mentioned above. The
conflict in the brain consciousness of the evolving human unit be-
gins to assume importance when the man starts to recognise these
controlling energies, their source and their effects.

It is immediately obvious that the work of the disciple is, there-
fore, almost entirely within the realm of energy and forces. The
study of occultism is the study of forces and of their origin and
effects.

Discipleship in the New Age, I: 699-700

THE ETHERIC BODY CONNECTS MAN TO GOD

Students should never forget the Law of Analogy as an interpretive
agency. Esotericism teaches (and modern science is rapidly arriv-
ing at the same conclusion) that underlying the physical body and
its comprehensive and intricate system of nerves is a vital or e-
theric body which is the counterpart and the true form of the outer
and tangible phenomenal aspect. It is likewise the medium for the
transmission of force to all parts of the human frame and the agent
of the indwelling life and consciousness. It determines and condi-
tions the physical body, for it is itself the repository and the
transmitter of energy from the various subjective aspects of man and
also from the environment in which man (both inner and outer man)
finds himself.

Two other points should here be added. First: the individual ether-
ic body is not an isolated and separated human vehicle but is, in a
peculiar sense, an integral part of the etheric body of that entity
which we call the human family; this kingdom in nature, through its
etheric body, is an integral part of the planetary etheric body; the
planetary etheric body is not separated off from the etheric bodies
of other planets but all of them in their totality, along with the
etheric body of the sun constitute the etheric body of the solar
system. This is related to the etheric bodies of the six solar sys-
tems which, with ours, form a cosmic unity and into these pour ener-
gies and forces from certain great constellations. The field of
space is etheric in nature and its vital body is composed of the
totality of etheric bodies of all constellations, solar systems and
planets which are found therein. Throughout this cosmic golden web
there is constant circulation of energies and forces and this con-

- stitutes the scientific basis of the astrological theories. Just as

the forces of the planet and of the inner spiritual man (to mention
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only one factor among many) pour through the etheric body of the
individual man upon the physical plane, and condition his outer
expression, activities and qualities, so do the varying forces of
the universe pour through every part of the etheric body of the
entity we call space and condition and determine the outer expres-
sion, the activities and qualities of every form found within the
cosmic periphery.

The second point I would make is that within the human etheric body
there are to be found seven major force centres which are in the
nature of distributing agencies and electrical batteries, providing
dynamic force and qualitative energy to the man; they produce def-
inite effects upon his outer physical manifestation. Through their
constant activity his quality appears, his ray tendencies begin to
emerge and his point in evolution is clearly indicated.

This "control of form through a septenate of energies" (as it is
defined in the OLD COMMENTARY) is an unalterable rule in the inner
government of our universe and of our particular solar system, as
well as in the case of individual man. There are, for instance, in
cur solar system, seven sacred planets which correspond to the
seven individual force centres in man. The seven solar systems, of
which our solar system is one, are in their turn the seven energy
centres of the One to Whom I have referred in my other books as the
One About Whom Naught Can Be Said.

-+-... It is essential that ../One/ learns to think in larger Wholes
and to be more deeply concerned with the emanating Sources and with
the eternal persistent Causes than with the effects of these Sources
upon that ephemeral creation, a human being and his temporary exis-
tence upon a most unimportant planet. As he seeks to do this, he
will discover for himself the signs of the essential divinity of
man -~ a divinity which is to be found in the infinite grasp of
man's consciousness when illumined by the light of the soul and in
his power to project his thought into the consciousness of those
manifold Lives Whose "energetic movements" he must perforce share
because his small modicum of energy is an integral part of Theirs.

Esoteric Astrology, 10-12

THE BASIS OF NON~SEPARATENESS

The use of the creative imagination is of value here. It may not
give a true picture on all points, but it will convey one great
reality. The reality to which I refer is that there is no possible
separateness in our manifested planetary life -- or elsewhere for
that matter, even beyond our planetary ring-pass-not. The concept

of separateness, of individual isolation, is aa lillusion of the un-
illumined human mind. Everything -- every form, every organism
within all forms, all aspects of manifested life in every kingdom

in nature -- is intimately related each to each through the planetary
etheric body (of which all etheric bodies are integral parts) which
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substands all that is. Little as it may mean, and useless as it
may appear, the table at which you write, the flower you hold in
your hand, the horse on which you ride, the man to whom you talk,
are sharing with you the wvast circulatory life of the planet as it
streams into, through and out of every aspect of the form nature.
The only differences which exist are those in consciousness, and
peculiarly so in the consciousness of man and of the Black Lodge.
There is only the ONE LIFE, pouring through the mass of forms
which, in their sumtotal, constitute our planet -- as we know it.

All forms are related, inter-related and interdependent; the plan-
etary etheric body holds them together so that a cohesive, coherent,
expressive Whole is presented to the eye of man, or one great un-
folding consciousness to the perception of the Hierarchy. Lines

of light pass from form to form. Some are bright and some are dim;
some move or circulate with rapidity, others are lethargic and slow
in their interplay; some seem to circulate with facility in some
particular kingdom in nature and some in another, some come from
one direction and some from a different one, but all are in move-
ment all the time; it is a constant circulation. All are passing
on and into and through, and there is not one single atom in the
body which is not the recipient of this living, moving energy;
there is no single form that is not "kept in shape and livingness"
by this determined inflow and outflow, and there is therefore no
part of the body of manifestation (which is an integral part of the
planetary vehicle of the Lord of the World) which is not in complex
but complete touch with HIS divine intention -- through the medium
of HIS three major centres: Shamballa, the Hierarchy, and Humanity
«..The objective of the circulating energies -~ as it appears to

us when we seek to penetrate divine purpose -- is to vivify all
parts of His body, with the view of promoting the unfoldment of
consciousness therein.

This is basically true from the angle of Shamballa "where the Will
of God is known"; it is partially true of those Members of the Hier-
archy Who sense the Purpose and formulate the Plan and then present
it in understandable form to the lesser initiates and disciples and
aspirants. These two groups work entirely on the consciousness side,
which motivates and directs (as needed) the moving, circulating en-
ergies. This is not true of the bulk of humanity, who are conscious
but only conscious within their ring-pass-not, and are therefore
fundamentally separated off by their emphasis upon form as it exists
in the three worlds -- the dense physical levels of the cosmic phys-
ical plane. On the lowest of these levels, the outer physical form
reacts and responds to the circulating energies through the medium
of the etheric energy which comes from the lowest of the four levels
of the etheric plane.

Gradually the consciousness within these forms reacts to the nature
of the outer vehicle as it is impulsed from etheric levels, and a
profoundly significant development takes place. This development --
to make a wide generalisation -- falls into three categories:
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1. The outer form changes under the impact of the etheric ener-
gies entering in, passing through and disappearing from
(ceaselessly aeon after aeon) the form. The energy that is
there one minute is gone the next.

2. This ceaseless play of energy varies in time and space, and
moves lethargically, rapidly or rhythmically according to
the type or nature of the form through which it is at any
moment passing.

3. The energy of the etheric plane changes considerably as the
aeons pass away, according to the direction or the source from
which it comes. The directing energy alters significantly as
evolution proceeds. -

Students have been apt to speak simply of the etheric body as an
entire integral entity and as constituted solely of etheric sub-
stance, forgetting that the etheric body is the medium for the
transfer of many types of energy. They forget the following facts:

1. That the etheric body is itself composed of four types of sub-
stance, each of which is definitely specialised and found on
one or other of the etheric levels.

2. That these substances, functioning actively in any particular
etheric body, create a network of channels; they produce fine
tubes (if I may use so inappropriate a word) which take the
general form of the dense material or tangible form with which
they may be associated. This form underlies every part of the
physical body and can be seen extending for a certain distance
outside of the recognisable form.

3. These channels or tubes -- according to the type of energy they
carry -- pass to certain areas of the body, via three main sta-
tions:

a. The seven major centres, of which you have heard much.

b. The twenty-one minor centres, which I outlined for you
earlier.*

c. The forty-nine focal points, scattered all over the body.

4. All these centres and focal points for the transmission of energy
are connected each with each by larger channels than the mass of
channels which constitute the etheric body as a whole, because
many lesser channels and lines of force or energy merge and blend
as they near a centre or focal point.

5. The mass of the smaller channels or the channeling tubes of energy
eventually create in all forms that layer of corresponding nerves
which are not yet recognised by medical science but which are like
an intermediary web or network. These relate the etheric body as
a whole to the entire two-fold nervous system (cerebro-spinal and
the sympathetic nervous systems) which science does recognise.

It is this system underlying the nerves which is the true response
apparatus and which -- via the brain -- telegraphs information to
the mind or, via the brain and the mind, keeps the soul informed.

It is this system of nadis which is used in full consciousness by

*A Treatise on the Seven Rays, Volume IV: 72-73.
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the initiate who has related the Spiritual Triad and the soul-
infused personality, and has therefore seen the soul-body, the
causal body or the egoic lotus totally disappear, being no
longer of any true importance.

The physical body, therefore, like so much else in nature, is
itself triple in design. There is:

a. The etheric body.

b. The substantial nadis.

c. The dense physical body.

These form one unit and in incarnation are inseparable.

The centres in their totality and the many focal points of con-
tact found in the etheric body are responsible for the creation
and preservation of the endocrine glandular system in a form
either limited and inadequate, or representative of the spirit-
ual man and entirely adequate. The nadis, in their turn, are
responsible for the creation and precipitation of the twofold
nervous system. This is a point most carefully to be borne in
mind and is the clue to the problem of creativity.

The type of the etheric substance "substanding" any form is de-
pendent upon two factors:

a. The kingdom of nature concerned. Basically the four
kingdoms draw their pranic life each from one or other
of the four levels of etheric substance, counting
upwards from the lowest:

1. The mineral kingdom is sustained from plane 1.

2. The vegetable kingdom is sustained from plane 2.

3. The animal kingdom is sustained from plane 3.

4. The human kingdom is sustained from plane 4.
That was the original condition; but as evolution pro-
ceeded and there was an inter-acting emanation estab-
lished between all the kingdoms, this automatically
changed. It was this "esoteric emanating change" which,
aeons ago, produced animal-man. I give this as an illus-
tration and a key to a great mystery.

b. Curiously enough, in the human kingdom (and only in the
human kingdom) the etheric body is now composed of all
four types of etheric substance. The reason for this is
that eventually (when mankind is spiritually developed)
each of these four planes or types of etheric substance
will be responsive to the four higher levels of the cos-
mic physical plane -- the etheric levels, to which we
give the names: the logoic level, the monadic, the atmic
level and the buddhic. This will happen as a result of
conscious growth and initiation.

9. It must also be remembered that the substance of which these
etheric channels or channeling tubes are composed is planetary
prana, the life-giving, health-giving energy of the planet h
itself. Through these tubes, however, may flow all or any
of the possible energies ~- emotional, mental, egoic, manasic,
buddhic or atmic, according to the point in evolution which
the man concerned has reached. This always means that sev-
eral energies are pouring through these tubes unless the
point in evolution is exceedingly low, or unless one is deal-~
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ing with a cleavage; these various energies are fused and
blended together but find their own focal points in the ether-
ic body when entering directly within the circumference of the
dense physical body. Just as it can be said of the soul or

of the Deity, so it can be said of the energetic or vital
etheric body or entity: "Having pervaded this whole universe
with a fragment of myself, I remain."

There is within the human body a wonderful symbol of distinction
between the higher etheric levels and the lower so-called physical
levels. The diaphragm exists, separating that part of the body
which contains the heart, throat and head, plus the lungs, from all
the rest of the organs of the body; these are all of them of the
utmost importance from the angle of LIFE, and that which is deter-
mined in the head, impulsed from the heart, sustained by the breath

and expressed through the apparatus of the throat determines what
the man 1S.

Below the diaphragm are found organs whose use is far more object-
ive even if of great importance; though each of these lower organs
has a life and purpose of its own, their existence and functioning
is impulsed, determined and conditioned by the life and rhythm em-
anating from the higher part of the vehicle. This is not easy for
the average man to comprehend, but any serious limitation or phys-
ical disease above the diaphragm has a compelling and serious ef-
fect on all that is found below the diaphragm. The reverse is not
the case to the same extent.

This symbolises the potency and essentiality of the etheric body,
both microcosmic and macrocosmic, and the macrocosmic expression
of the fourfold Life conditions all living forms.

Each of the four ethers, as they are sometimes called; is intended
-- as far as man is concerned -- to be a channel or expression of
the four cosmic ethers. At present, the etheric body is responsive
to energies from:

1. The physical world. These are not principles but are the
feeders and controllers of the animal appetites.

2. The astral world, determining the desires, emotions and aspi-
rations which the man will express and go after upon the phys-
ical plane.

3. The lower mental plane, the lower mind, developing self-will,
selfishness, separateness and the direction and trend of the
life upon the physical plane. It is this directive instinct
which, when turned to higher matters, eventually opens the door
to the higher cosmic etheric energies.

4. The soul, the principle of individualism, the reflection in
the microcosm of the divine intention and -~ speaking symbol-
ically -- being to the entire monadic expression that which
"stands at the midway point", the instrument of true sensitiv-
ity, of responsive ability, the spiritual counterpart of the
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solar plexus centre which is found at the midway p01nt between
that which lles above the diaphragm and that which is found
below it.

When the antahkarana is constructed and the higher three are di-
rectly related to the lower three, then the soul is no longer
needed. Then, reflecting this event, the four etheric levels

become simply the transmitters of the energy emanating from the

four cosmic etheric levels. The channel is then direct, completed
and unimpeded; the etheric network of light is then of great bril-
llance, and all the centres in the body are awakened and functioning
in unison and rhythm. Then -- corresponding to the directly related
Monad and Personality -- the head centre, the thousand-petalled
lotus, the brahmarandra, is as directly related to the centre at

the base of the spine. Thus complete dualism, in place of the pre-
vious triple nature of the divine manifestation, is established:

1. Monad . . . . . « « « a2 + « Personality.
With the threefold soul no longer needed.

2. Head centre . . . . . . . . . . Centre at base of spine.
With the intermediate five centres no longer required.

Telepathy, 148-157

PRANA

The word "prana" is almost as much misunderstood as are the words
"etheric" or "astral". It is this loose connotation which is re-
sponsible for the great ignorance prevalent in occult circles.

Prana might be defined as the life-essence of every plane. It is

the LIFE of the planetary Logos, reduced within limits, animating,
vivifying and correlating all the seven planes and all that is to be
found within and upon them. The fact that we call only that tangible
which we can see or touch and contact through the medium of the five
senses is entlrely wrong. All is regarded as belonging to the world
of form which is found on the physical plane, the astral plane and
the levels of the lower mind. All that lies above /including the
higher mental lives/ is formless. These distinctions must be most
carefully borne in mind.

Telepathy, 154-155

The etheric body of man receives prana in different ways and of dif-
ferent kinds, and all these ways bring him into touch with varying
entities.

1. Solar prana.

This 1is that vital and magnetic fluid which radiates from the sun,
and which is transmitted to man's etheric body through the agency of
certain deva entities of a very high order, and of a golden hue. It
is passed through their bodies and emitted as powerful radiations,
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which are applied direct through certain plexi in the uppermost
part of the etheric body, the head and shoulders, and passed down
to the etheric correspondence of the physical organ, the spleen,
and from thence forcibly transmitted into the spleen itself.

These golden hued pranic entities are in the air above us, and
are specially active in such parts of the world as California, in
those tropical countries where the air is pure and dry, and the
rays of the sun are recognized as being specially beneficial.
Relations between man and this group of devas are very close, but
fraught as yet with much danger to man. These devas are of a very
powerful order, and along their own line, are further evolved than
man himself....... When the etheric body and its assimilative pro-
cesses are comprehended scientifically, man will then be immune
from dangers due to solar radiation. He will protect himself by
the application of laws governing magnetic repulsion and attrac-
tion, and not so much by clothing and shelter. It is largely a
question of polarisation..... When the etheric body is in good
order and functioning correctly, enough of this prana is absorbed
to keep the form organised. This is the whole object of the ether-
ic body's functioning, and is a point which cannot be sufficiently
emphasised. The remainder is cast off in the form of animal radi-
ation, or physical magnetism -- all terms expressing the same idea.
Man therefore repeats on a lesser scale the work of the solar
devas, and in his turn adds his quota of repolarised or remagnet-
ized emanation to the sumtotal of the planetary aura.

2. Planetary prana.

This is the vital fluid emanated from any planet, which consti-
tutes its basic coloring or qguality, and is produced by a repeti-
tion within the planet of the same process which is undergone in
connection with man and solar prana. The planet (the Earth, or
any other planet) absorbs solar prana, assimilates what is required
and radiates off that which is not essential to its well-being in
the form of planetary radiation. Planetary prana, therefore, is
solar prana which has passed throughout the planet, has circulated
through the planetary etheric body, has been transmitted to the
dense physical planet, and has been cast off thence in the form of
a radiation of the same essential character as solar prana, plus
the individual and distinctive guality of the particular planet
concerned. This again repeats the process undergone in the human
body. The physical radiations of men differ according to the
quality of their physical bodies. So it is with a planet.

Man and devas act on every planet as intermediaries, or as trans-
mitting agencies. Where they are not found, then certain great
activities become impossible, and disintegration sets in.

Cosmic Fire, 90-93

The Microcosm receives prana from the sun after it has permeated

the planetary etheric vehicle, so that it is solar prana, plus
planetary quality. Each planet is the embodiment of some one ray
aspect, and its quality is marked predominantly on all its evolution.
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Prana, therefore, which is active radiatory heat, varies in vibra-
tion and quality according to the receiving Entity. Man passes
the prana through his etheric vehicle, colors it with his own
peculiar quality, and so transmits it to the lesser lives that
make up his little system. Thus, the great interaction goes on,
and all parts blend, merge and are interdependent; and all parts
receive, color, qualify and transmit. An endless circulation goes
on that has neither a conceivable beginning nor possible end from
the point of view of finite man, for its source and end are hid

in the unknown cosmic fount. Were conditions everywhere perfected
this circulation would proceed unimpeded and might result in a
condition of almost endless duration, but limitation and termina-
tion result as the effects of imperfection giving place to a grad-
ual perfection. Every cycle originates from another cycle of a
relative completeness, and will give place ever to a higher spiral;
thus eventuate periods of apparent relative perfection leading to
those which are still greater.

Cosmic Fire, 102

The following paper on the "Infinity of Labor" was written by a
fellow group member who channels a particularly clear stream of
sixth ray energy. As you read it see if you can sense its sixth
ray quality.

INFINITY OF LABOR

Today because we are moving into the Aquarian Age which brings in
the keynote of Brotherhood, the concept of labor is gradually
changing into a concept of service. When we have run the gamut of
laboring for the self, the family and for mostly personal advan-
tages, we begin to see a wider responsibility which brings in the
sense of brotherhood. At this stage we think we are ready for
service and we designate a quota of energy and time to some branch
of work for the forward need of humanity. The motivating impulse
is spiritual or religious; it is an endeavour toward human better-
ment and stems from and expresses consideration for one's fellow
man. Little groups spring up here and there whose members respond
to the new note of work which is bringing in the new era. These
service groups are becoming more prevalent; there is a chain of re-
lationship manifesting, a recognition of one another and a coopera-
tive attitude in this work which is becoming an all-absorbing inter-
est.

As you progress into this service work you will likely be confronted
with decisions to make:

How much time can I afford to give to this increasingly
absorbing work?

Am I neglecting the family responsibilities?
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Should I be earning money for more personal welfare?

Do I stand for this new mode of work, or do I prefer
the old self-ambitious manner?

If the new work appeals to you, you are on the way to subordina-
ting the personal life and making a decision. Decisions have a
way of moving us along the line of evolvement, accompanied by
some kind of sacrifice.

We discover the next step to be pointing to a more introspective
life and we learn about meditation, the soul and the subjective
realm.

Then we discover that meditation is labor on the plane of mind.
The meditative work inevitably produces outer happenings but these
objective results are produced by inner growth, not by outer
activity.

An ancient scripture teaches this truth:

"When the sun progresses into the mansion of the serving
man, the way of life takes the place of the way of work.
Then the tree of life grows until its branches shelter
all the sons of men. The building of the Temple and the
carrying of the stones cease. The growing trees are seen;
the buildings disappear. Let the sun pass into its
appointed place, and in this day and generation attend ye
to the roots of growth."

By the means of meditation we come in contact with a higher con-
cept of labor. We experience the need for more intention, more
effort, more power of persistence to struggle and train the mind
and brain to register and record the plane of the soul. This is
our new sense of labor: to control the forces of our own nature,
to unfold latent power to be able to deal with specific problems,
stand on our own feet, handle our own life, solve our own diffi-
culties and become strong and poised enough to become workers in
the evolutionary plan. This takes full striving to the future,
with no time for idle fancies, vain wishing or a longing to live
one's life over again.

Each hour brings its responsibility and its opportunity for
creative labor. .

With advancement comes an attitude which will £ill the entire life
with labor for the future. This is rare indeed to find. It means
that all we do is done as an act of consecrated helpfulness. It
involves no morbidity of outlook, nor an over-conscientious spirit.
This consecration of the entire man will include the hours of rest
and relaxation, of amusement and of healthy occupation as well as
the hours of hard labor for the cause. Labor for the future will
automatically build joy and sacrifice and true love; for we finally
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learn that service only liberates us from our own prison and that
a willing service will bring us to the threshold of light. This
is the goal of evolution, a gradual series of light demonstrations,
or revelations of higher consciousness.

The one thing that humanity needs to know is that there is a Plan
which is definitely working out through all world happenings. This
pre-supposes that there are those responsible for originating this
Plan. The work of labor for the future Plan will be of such pro-
portions that it will occupy all of one's attention and time, even
the entire thought life, and will lead to a steadfast application
of the creative work. There is no ceasing of consciousness through-
out the long cycle of lives; there is only evolution and liberation
from one state of consciousness to another -- on into infinity.

The more advanced souls and especially those engaged in group en-
deavour for the Plan establish a dependable rhythm of work within
the group and are impelled with and by the continuity of the work.
It seems likely that those who are creating a channel through
which the Hierarchy can precipitate Their energies, will develop
a concept of infinity of labor. There is no rest from it because
no rest is needed. The rhythm of inbreathing and outbreathing,
with the interludes between, provides the balanced motion that is
self rewarding.

We are ever preparing for further service in future lives. An
individual realizes himself a cell in a larger body; the strength
he can bring to the whole is that for which he strives. All true
servers eventually meet. The advanced concept of work is that of

a network of mind substance, a mind current which personifies the
mind of God, the Universal Mind, which the advanced person can
touch and tap and register. This will in time put creative workers
in touch with each other's ideas and with the Plan, through the
power of thought. This is the real working sense of the Brother-
hood of Labor.

In reflection and imitation of the Solar Logos we work forever to
manifest that Purpose which He has envisioned. Because He is a
creative agent in the higher realms, our high goal is to be crea-
tive agents in the world of form. Our goal and our reward are not
rest, paradise, heaven; our goal is the ability to work endlessly
and creatively without tiring. Our goal is to become God-like.
Creative work and the Whole is the key to joy.

Eventually one's life, inner and outer, incarnate and discarnate,
becomes nothing but labor in the vineyard of the Lord. This
lighted labor is one continuous, unending act of love.

Dorothy Hoyt
Labor Day 1973



